
IN MEMORIAM 

PETRE-MIHAI SAMSON 

1930-2001 

  
In April 2001, our distinguished colleague Petre-Mihai Samson passed away. 

His spirit is still alive among us. He will remain one of the most important 
scientists who decisively contributed to the development of paleontological studies 
in Romania. 

Petre-Mihai Samson was born in Toulouse, France, on February 7, 1930. He 
studied at the “Sf. Apostoli” College in Ploiesti, then at the University of 
Bucharest. He graduated the Faculty of Biology in 1955 and _ started his 
paleontological studies at the “Emil Racovifa” Institute of Speleology. One year 
later, he started excavations in the La Adam Cave (Central Dobruja) that he 
continued till 1980. He also organized excavations in other caves and rock shelters 
in the same area, bringing to light important sequences of strata containing Middle 
and Late Pleistocene mammalian remains associated on many levels with 
prehistoric implements. 
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Between 1960-1961 P.M. Samson. headed the fieldwork in the Plio- 
Pleistocene fluvio-lacustrine sediments at Tetoiu (Bugiulesti) and Irimesti, in the 

middle Oltet Valley (Western Dacic Basin). Besides the five partial skeletons of a 
Mammuthus meridionalis found at Fantana lui Mitilan (Irimesti), remains of 

primate Paradolichopithecus in association with a rich mammal fauna were 
collected at Valea Graunceanului (Tetoiu), 

From 1962 he carried out paleontological investigation in the Brasov Depression 
in cooperation with the Laboratory for Quaternary Geology, Meudon, France. 

He obtained his doctor degree in sciences in 1975 at the University of 
Bucharest on the basis of the thesis entitled “Les Equidés fossiles de Roumanie 
(Pliocéne moyen ~ Pléistocéne supérieur)”. This Pape was published in the Italian 
Journal Geologica Romana in 1976. : 

In the 140 papers he wrote, P.M. Samson essentially contributed to the 
establishment of a biochronostratigraphic scheme, based on mammals, of the 
Pliocene and Pleistocene of Romania, 

He described, himself or in collaboration, numerous mammalian faunas 

placed between Late Mesozoic (Maastrichtian) and Holocene and he proposed 
many new taxa for science: one family (Multituberculata), 16 genera, 31] species 
and 17 subspecies. All the taxa above specific levels were validated in the 
monumental work Classification of mammals above thy. petles level by M.C. Mc 
Kaenna and Susan Bell (1997). 

Friends called him by his French name Pierrot; he was very fond of painting, 
literature, music, dance and art, in general. He had a particular artistic ability and 

left fine drawings and especially watercolors. He executed himself the drawings of 
his scientific papers. 

  

  

   

  

All his .young collaborators, colleagues and friends will remember Petre 
Mihai Samson with great fondness and respect. He will be deeply missed not only 

for invaluable work he did for paleobiology and paleontology, but also for his 
personal qualities, charm and lively criticism which all of us, who were privileged 
to be next to him, knew so well. All bis life, Petre-Mihai Samson tried to fill the 
scientific knowledge gaps and to leave for posterity valuable information. He will 
be forever in our souls and in our hearts. 

_ Emanoil Stiucd, 
Alexandru Petculescu 

LIST OF PETRE-MIHAI SAMSON’S SCIENTIFIC WORKS 

1959. Radulescu, C., Samson, P.M., Contribution a la connaissance de la dentition lactéale d’Ursus 

spelaeus. Eiszeitaler u. Gegenwart, 10: 205-216, Ohringen/Wiirt. , 

1959. Samson, P.M., Radulescu, C., Beitrdge zur Kenninis der Chronologie des “Jungeren Losses” 

in der Dobrudscha (Rumanische Volksrepublik). Eiszeitalter u. Gegenwart, 10: 199-204 
Ohringen/Wirt. 
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